
60 Creative Journal Prompts for 3rd, 4th & 5th 
Grade 

 

Imaginative & Daily: 3rd Grade Journal Prompts 

At this age, children are moving from "learning to read" to "reading to learn." These 3rd grade 
journal prompts encourage them to think creatively about the world around them and practice 
descriptive language. 

1.​ If you could have any animal in the world as a pet, which one would it be and why? 
2.​ Imagine you woke up with the ability to fly. Where is the first place you would go? 
3.​ What is your favorite thing to do during recess? Describe it so someone who has never 

been there can see it. 
4.​ If you were the teacher for one day, what three rules would you make for the class? 
5.​ What is the best meal your family makes? Describe how it smells and tastes. 
6.​ If you found a magic lamp, what would your three wishes be? 
7.​ Write about a time you were really proud of yourself for trying something new. 
8.​ If you could build a house out of any material (like LEGOs or candy), what would it look like? 
9.​ Who is your favorite character from a book you’ve read this year? 
10.​If you could talk to a tree, what do you think it would tell you about the playground? 
11.​What is the kindest thing a friend has ever done for you? 
12.​If you could travel to the moon, what would you bring with you in your suitcase? 
13.​Describe your "dream playground." What kind of slides or swings would it have? 
14.​What is one thing you are really good at doing? 
15.​If you could invent a new flavor of ice cream, what would be in it? 
16.​If you found a secret door in your classroom, where would it lead? 
17.​What is the funniest thing that has ever happened to you at school? 
18.​If you were a tiny ant for a day, what would your "ant house" look like? 
19.​Write a thank-you note to your favorite toy or game. 
20.​If you could create a new holiday, what would we celebrate and what would we eat? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
www.dearfamily.net 



Creative & Social: 4th Grade Journal Prompts 

Fourth graders are developing deeper friendships and a stronger sense of justice. Use these 4th 
grade journal prompts to explore social dynamics and build their confidence in expressing 
opinions. 

21.​What does it mean to be a "good friend"? List three qualities you think are important. 
22.​If you could go back in time and meet a famous person from history, who would it be? 
23.​Imagine you are a scientist who just discovered a new species of insect. Describe it! 
24.​What is your favorite season of the year, and what is your favorite thing to do during it? 
25.​If you could change one thing about your school, what would it be? 
26.​Describe a time you had to be brave, even if you felt a little bit scared. 
27.​If you were a superhero, what would your name be and what would be your "special power"? 
28.​What is the most important rule in your house? Why do you think your parents made it? 
29.​If you could visit any country in the world, where would you go and what would you see? 
30.​Write a story about a dragon who is afraid of fire. 
31.​What is one goal you want to achieve before you finish 4th grade? 
32.​Describe your favorite place to go when you want to be quiet or think. 
33.​If you could design a new video game, what would the mission be? 
34.​What is one thing you've learned this year that surprised you? 
35.​If you could give $100 to any charity, which one would you choose? 
36.​Describe a time you saw someone being treated unfairly. What did you do or think? 
37.​If you were a famous YouTuber, what would your channel be about? 
38.​What is the most "grown-up" responsibility you have right now? 
39.​If you could build a robot to do one of your chores, which one would it be? 
40.​What is a "hidden" place in your town or yard that you think is magical? 

Identity & Transition: 5th Grade Journal Prompts 

As the leaders of the elementary school, 5th graders are preparing for a big shift. Use these 5th 
grade journal prompts to help them reflect on their growth and manage the "middle school jitters." 

41.​What are you most excited about for middle school? What is one thing that makes you 
nervous? 

42.​If you could write a letter to your 1st-grade self, what advice would you give? 
43.​What has been your favorite memory of elementary school so far? 
44.​How have you changed since the first day of kindergarten? 
45.​What is a "big dream" you have for your life when you grow up? 
46.​Describe a time you had a disagreement with a friend. How did you solve the problem? 
47.​If you could meet your future self 10 years from now, what three questions would you ask? 
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48.​What does "honesty" mean to you? Why is it important in a friendship? 
49.​If you were in charge of the school lunch menu, what would you serve every Friday? 
50.​What is a hobby or skill you want to learn before you turn 13? 
51.​How do you handle it when you feel overwhelmed with homework or chores? 
52.​What is the most courageous thing you have ever seen someone else do? 
53.​Describe a person in your life who inspires you to be a better person. 
54.​If you could create a "time capsule" for your 5th-grade year, what five items would you put 

inside? 
55.​What is one thing you are looking forward to this weekend? 
56.​What is the most important lesson you’ve learned about being a leader or a "big kid" at 

school? 
57.​If you could change one law in the world, what would it be and why? 
58.​What does "respect" mean to you in the classroom? How do you show it? 
59.​Describe a time you felt like an "expert" at something. How did you get so good at it? 
60.​If you could choose any career right now, what would your "Plan A" be? 
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